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ParOle aGent eXaM iS here!
The California Department 

of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(CDCR) is offering the Parole Agent I 
exam again. To learn more about this 
exciting position and to apply online, 

visit the new Parole Agent page on the 
CDCR web site. Testing will take place 
in late March and early April at the three 
selection centers (Sacramento, Fresno, 
and Rancho Cucamonga) and at several 

institutions located throughout the 
state. If you are interested in becoming 
a Parole Agent, now is the time to “take 
our test to join the best.” 

Peace Officer SelectiOn tranSitiOnS tO

Online aPPlicatiOnS

In January 2008, the peace officer application was accessed more than 
19,000 times from the CDCR web site. Source: Google Analytics.

 Since 1999, the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation (CDCR) has received a growing number 
of its peace officer applications through the State Personnel 
Board web site. Last year, more than 80 percent of those 
applying for Correctional Officer, Youth Correctional Officer 
and Youth Correctional Counselor chose to apply this way. 

As of February 1, 2008, CDCR stopped accepting paper 
applications. Institutions and recruitment teams have been 
directed not to distribute scannable applications to the public. 
To access the online application, go to www.cdcr.ca.gov/jobs 
and click the “Apply Now” icon. 

http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Career_Opportunities/POR/PA.html
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The RECRUITER  
newsletter is published by 
the Office of Peace Officer 
Selection and the Office of 

Workforce Planning.

The RECRUITER  
newsletter is distributed 
electronically every two 

months to CDCR employees 
to keep staff informed of 

hiring needs and initiatives. 
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nOn-Peace Officer careerS
ONLINE:

www.cdcr.ca.gov/careers
CALL: (888) 232-4584

EMAIL: 
careers@cdcr.ca.gov 

Medical careerS
ONLINE:

www.cdcr.ca.gov/careers
CALL: (877) 793-hIRE

EMAIL: 
medcareers@cdcr.ca.gov
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ONLINE:
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CALL: (866) 232-JOBS

EMAIL: 
recruit@cdcr.ca.gov
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The timing couldn’t have been better for Natalie Villareal.
The criminal justice major was a few months from graduating from Sacramento State when she 

saw an advertisement in the Sacramento Bee.
The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation was hosting a career fair at the 

Scottish Rite Temple in Sacramento. It was enough to draw Villareal’s interest.
“I was still in school at the time, and being a criminal justice major I wanted to stay in those 

parameters of working for (CDCR),’’ she said. “I wanted to get my foot in the door.”
It was at the career fair where she met Rosanna Rainville, then a recruiter for CDCR’s Office of 

Workforce Planning. Villareal said she followed Rainville’s advice and soon found herself mired in 
the hiring process. She was determined to land a job with CDCR.

“I signed up online, then took the exam about two to three weeks after that,” Villareal said. “I 
chose not to wait for the test scores in the mail. I went to VPOS (on the SPB web site) and noticed 
there were some vacancies, so I mailed my application straight to OWP (Office of Workforce 
Planning).”

Within a matter of weeks, Villareal was a member of the CDCR family. The timing was perfect. 
In December she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice, and just a few weeks 
later was already learning the skills of an office assistant with OWP. In addition, Villareal is learning 
to understand the specifics of CDCR’s civil service exam, hiring and recruitment processes. It’s a 
crash course, but she enjoys the challenge.

“I was under the impression it would take two to three months before I would get hired,” she 
said. “Tara (OWP Chief Tara Naisbitt) said we’re different than any other agency when it comes to 
hiring. Hey, I wasn’t complaining.”

Villareal, 22, says she has aspirations of one day putting her criminal justice degree to use, she’s 
just not sure where. She admits that investigative work has always intrigued her.

“I don’t want to do the cop thing here for two years (apprenticeship program),” she said. “So 
I’m not sure how it’s all going to work out for me. I just know that I would someday love to do 
investigations.”

One thing is for certain – when that time comes, Villareal will be ready – mentally and 
physically. She starred as the captain of her swim team at Concord High School, and during her free 
time she enjoys skeet shooting and setting up targets with her boyfriend, who is a probation officer. 

In the meantime, Villareal said she’s spending enough time just learning the trade of her new job 
with OWP.  “I enjoy what I’m doing and the people I’m working with,” concluded Villarea. 

State Prison hiring Workshops date contact
CA Men’s Colony Mar 4 Lori Kemp (916) 445-6992
CSP-Sac, Folsom, Mule Creek, CSP-Solano, CMF Mar 4 Charles Nelson (916) 327-2169
DVI & SSC Mar 5 James Bowles (916) 322-8108
San Quentin Mar 6 Lori Kemp (916) 445-6992
Pelican Bay State Prison  Mar 11 Charles Nelson (916) 327-2169
Valley State Prison for Women/Central CA Women’s Facility  Mar 13 Elizabeth Nguyen (916) 445-8561
Corcoran/Substance Abuse Treatment Facility  Mar 14 Sharon Lovell (916) 327-4805
Pleasant Valley State Prison/Avenal State Prison  Mar 21 Sharon Lovell (916) 327-4805
Centinela State Prison   Mar 27 Doina Rus (909) 944-1142

Office of Workforce Planning recruitment efforts 
The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), Office of Workforce Planning (OWP) 
is actively recruiting qualified mental health and education professionals to fill immediate vacancies within our 
institutions. Nine workshops and six job/career fair events are scheduled in March to recruit high-quality teachers, 
librarians, vocational instructors, and mental health personnel. To see the complete list, visit our Events page. 

http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Career_Opportunities/HR/Recruitment_Events.html

